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CONFIDENTIAL LIBREVILLE 0451 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PEPR, PINS, SHUM, GB, EK 

SUBJ: ROUNDUP OF EQUATORIAL GUINEANS 

1 . LIBREVILLE'S EQUATORIAL GUINEAN POPULATION OVER THE 
LAST SEVERAL DAYS HAS BEEN SUBJECTED TO WHAT IS AT BEST 
A "CENSUS" AND AT WORST A HARRASSMENT CAMPAIGN OR EVEN 
VENDETTA. POLICE. ARMY AND GENDARMERIE TRUCKS HAVE BEEN 
SYSTEMATICALLY MOVING THROUGH THE EQUATORIAL GUINEANS 
NEIGHBORHOOD HAULING THE INHABITANTS TO POLICE STATIONS 
AND DETAINING ANY WHO DO NOT HAVE THEIR PAPERS IN ORDER. 

THERE ARE KNOW CASES OF BEATINGS BY THE POLICE - THE 
LEAST DISCIPLINED OF THE SECURITY FORCES - AND ONE 
REPORT OF A LYNCHING BY CIVILIANS. MOST EQUATORIAL 
GUINEAN WOMEN AND CHILDREN HAVE NOW APPARENTLY BEEN 
RELEASED BUT MANY ADULT MALES WITHOUT RESIDENT OR 
WORK PERMITS HAVE NOT BEEN. 

2. THE "CENSUS" CAMPAIGN WAS ANNOUNCED OFFICIALLY 
AS ONE THAT HAD BEEN PLANNED FOR SEVERAL WEEKS AND 
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AS BEING UNDERTAKEN ONLY AFTER CONSULTATION WITH AND 
ASSURANCES TO RESIDENT UNHCR. ACCORDING TO PRESS AND 
RADIO, GENUINE REFUGEES HAVE NOTHING TO FEAR. NEWS 
STORIES ASSERTED, HOWEVER, THAT RECENT CASES OF 
AGITATORS AMONG THE EQUATORIAL GUINEAN POPULATION, 

INCLUDING EVENTS LEADING TO THE ARREST OF SEVENTEEN 
IN EARLY JANUARY FOR ANTI-GABONESE ACTIVITIES, HAVE 
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NECESSITATED COUNTER MEASURES. 

3. BOTH OFFICIAL AND PRIVATE EMBASSY SOURCES REPORT 
THAT TROUBLE WAS SPARKED BY NON RETURN OF A GABONESE 
GENDARME WHO WENT TO EQUATORIAL GUINEA TO GET HIS 
WIFE. WHEN NEWS WAS RECEIVED THAT THE GENDARME HAD 
BEEN KILLED, A PARTY OF 20 GENDARMES (APPARENTLY 
OFFICIALLY SANCTIONED) WENT TO RETRIEVE HIS BODY. 

THEY HAVE NOT RETURNED. WHEN THIS WORD SPREAD. 

EQUATORIAL GUINEAN HOMES AND STORES WERE SET AFIRE 
WITH ONE OR MORE LYNCHINGS. OFFICIAL GABONESE SOURCES 
REPORT THAT THE CLASHING GROUPS HAVE NOW BEEN 
SEPARATED. ONE US EMBASSY OFFICER REPORTED 
FEBRUARY 18 SEEING APPROXIMATELY 100 EQUATORIAL 
GUINEANS UNDER GUARD SQUATTING ON THE TARMAC AT 
LEON MBA AIRPORT. SPECULATION IS THAT THEY ARE 

BEING HELD HOSTAGE UNTIL THE RETURN OF THE 20 
MAN GABONESE GENDARMERIE GROUP. 

4. NOT ALL SOURCES AGREE THAT THE FOREGOING PROVIDES 
FULL EXPLANATION FOR THE ANTI-EQUATORIAL GUINEAN 
CAMPAIGN WHICH, ALTHOUGH MORE BRUTAL, IS NOT DISSIMILAR 
FROM OTHER PERIODIC CAMPAIGNS AGAINST AFRICANS FROM 
NEIGHBORING STATES WITHOUT DOCUMENTATION. SOME RESIDENT 
FRENCH BELIEVE THAT PRESIDENT BONGO SENT OUT WORD 

TO ROUND UP ALL SUSPICIOUS EQUATORIAL GUINEANS 
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AFTER HAVING FOUND SEVERAL OF THEM INVOLVED IN THE 
UNIVERSITY STRIKE AT THE END OF JANUARY INCLUDING 
ONE WHO HAD VISITED BOTH MOSCOW AND HAVANA. 

5. OVER THE YEARS AND ESPECIALLY SINCE THE ATROCITIES 
OF PRESIDENT MASIE'S REGIME, EQUATORIAL GUINEANS HAVE 
GRAVITATED TO GABON SEEKING WEALTH AND SAFETY. THEY ARE 
PRIMARILY FANGS WHO HAVE TIES WITH GABONESE FANGS. 

THE UNHCR REPRESENTATIVE ESTIMATES THERE MAY BE 70,000 
"REFUGEES" IN GABON (TEN PERCENT OF THE TOTAL POPULATION). 

IN GENERAL THE EQUATORIAL GUINEANS HAVE BEEN ABSORBED INTO THE 
POPULATION AND ARE NOT IN REFUGEE CAMPS. 

BONGO, FROM THE RELATIVELY SMALL BATEKE TRIBAL 
GROUPING, CONSIDERS THE LARGE RESIDENT FANG POPULATION 
SWOLLEN BY EQUATORIAL GUINEANS, AS ACTUAL OR POTENTIAL 
OPPOSITION. (THE FANGS HAVE BEEN OUT OF THE CENTER 
OF POWER SINCE THE 1967 DEATH OF PRESIDENT MBA) 

CONSEQUENTLY, ACCORDING TO THIS REASONING, HE 
PERIODICALLY TAKES MEASURES TO KEEP THEM OFF B ALANCE. Y ATES 
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